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2 H A R G E 


T 0 THE 


E LERGY. 


Of the DIOCESE of 


B AN G OR. 


My Raverend Bret hren, 


HE Nl firſt underſtood that I was to 
al come into the Epiſcopal College, Ki 
.cou'd not but entertam ſome Diſtruſt 
of my Sufficiency for the weighty Charge 
which I was thereupon to undertake ; it was no 
{mall Comfort to me, at the ſame time to know, 
that I was deſi gned to the Government of this 
Dioceſe. Here I might promiſe; my ſelf a Church 
and Clergy diſpoſed, gladly to Receive, and chear- 
fully to Co-operate with me in the Work of my - 
Minitry i. e. in maintaining the Liberty and Paricy 


of the Goſpel, againſt the Corruptions and Ulurpa- 
nels A 3 tions 
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tions of Men, and in promoting the Spiritual and 
Temporal Welfare of th. People committed to our 


Care in the Way s of Peace and Godlineſs. 


I knew you to be the Deſcendeiits, and doubted 
not to find Joo in Tome good — poſſeſd of 
the Spirit, as well as of the Places of thoſe Holy 
= od 1 (a) who planted your Religion and 


I here, who wich Wiſdem eq 
Thet: Corgag withitgod the Arts as well us A. 
of the e, and could never be brought b 


Menaces or Flatterics, to yield up the Liberties of 
their Churches, or the Sovereignty of their Princes, 
ul 


0 an y Forcigh | Power whatſoever, 


All this Good Genius hath, I doubt * been 
duly encouraged and improv'd by the Care and 
Conduct of my Worthy Predeceſſor; who, tho 
abſent in the Fleſh, hath been wich you in Spirit, 


and hath ſupply'd he want of his Bodily Prelence, 


by a 'Correfporidence with the Proper Officers, by 
ſeaſonable Advice and Informations on Emergencits, 


aud by the Prudent Ut, and happy oa | of _ 


Authority. 
For my part, I am Jetertüneg, Schein s 
my meaſure, to carry on this good Work for the 


Benefit of Thoſe to whom 1 am fent. And for- 


aſmbch as 1 may in ſome 8 fall ſhore of thoſe 
who have betn "before me in This Office,” I muſt 


| Kon 5 God's Sor to artend thereupon Wh 


— 
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dhe greater Aſſiduity, and to labour therein more 

mer 

On this Occaſion, chere is one Thing, wy Bre- 

FRY which T wou'd in the firſt place, and with 

ſome eameſineſs recommend unto you, and that 
4 is, to have always a Prudent Zeal for maintaining. 

7 the Supremacy of the Viſible Head of your 
5 Church, and Fon promoting all Due Reverence- 
4 and Legal Obvilicuce to Him and his Adminiſtra- 
; tions. 

Nor will it be ang improper for me to- 
begin with. this, when you ſhall reflect, that be- 
fore we are admitted * Holy Orders, and as 
4 previous Teſt, and Preliminary thereto, We are 
every one required to ſubſcribe. to, and en 
ledge the King's 1 in all Cauſes, as well 
Eccleſiaſtical as Civil; That the Artiblee of our 

Religion declare this Power or Prerogative, by our 

4 Laws veſted. in our Princes; to- be no more than 
what wwe ſee to have; been given always to all: 
Godly Princes in; holy K. by God himſelf; 


; And that the firft of the Canons of 1603, which 
ö make the compleateſt Body of Proteſtant Canon-- 
# aw, doth, by way of ſpecial” Regard; and: in the 
: fivſt plate, ficicthy Ordain, That the Clergy of all 
1 Drnominations fhould keep; and, as much as in 
© | them lies, promote the keeping. of thoſe Laws which 
BF reſtore to the Crown this- Supremacy ; ; and requires 
4 then: four times at leaſt in every Lear, according 


to the beſt of their Skill, to ſet forth in their Ser- 
— 110 | mons, 


—T —— —  ———— — — — — 


they perceived the Regal Supremacy to 


mons, and maintain, That all Foreign and WP 
Power, as not founded on the Law of God, is juſtly 
aboliſhed ; And that the) King's c hewer wit . 


Meals, is vent and higheſt dies God. 


And ſurely, if His Majeſty's \Saſioniſiney.: Re. 4 
ly recognized, as the Law; directs, ; before every Ser- 
mon, and his | juſt Title to che Covernment of 
our Church ati] State, and conſequenely to the 
Legal Obedience of his Subjects, once at leaſt in 


every Quarter, plainly ſet forth from every Pulpit; 
| And were 65 Duties naturally ariſing hereupon, 


affectionately preſſed, at the * time, upon the 
People, from the proper Arguments: This cou d 
not but have (by the bleſſing of God upon their 
honeſt Endeavours) an happy Influence on the 


| Peace of the Church and Nation. 


One good Reaſon why the Pre lates and Clergy 


of that Conyocation, in purſuance of the Statures 
made in the time of K. Lien VIII. & O. Eli. laid 


ſuch Streſs upon this Point, plainly was, that by the 


Courſe and Conduct of the four preceding . 

„ Nor 
only the main Pillar of the Reformation here, but 
the Article. of Eminence in the outward F rame 
and Conſtitution of our Church; That which chief - 
iy differenced and diſtinguiſtd/ the Church a Eng- 
1 from other Guilin Churches 0121 oil mod! 
The Calviniſts, at Home and Abroad, profeſs. to 


agree with us in our Articles of Faith, auf Rater 
af Manners: The Romaniſis alſo, (tho? not with 
1017. þ 5 out 


CC EIS ooo eee. 


— 


W out ſome abominable' {Additions ) do receive all the 
Articles of Faith which -we receive, and have, with 


x us, Epiſcopal Government in their Churches: But 
in this they both differ as widely from us, as 
7 from the Primitive Model, That neither Kirk nor 
7 Conclave are content to yield unto their Princes 


1 that Prerogative, which the Kings of Iſrael, and 
1 the firſt Chriſtian Emperors are known to have 
1 exerciſed ; That Prerogative, namely, which our 
Church declares. to have been given to all Godly 
Princes, in Holy Scriptures, by God himſelf. 
Beſides this, — The Pope's Supremacy, connected, 
as it ſtood, with his Infallibility, was not to * 
confider'd | in common with other human Impoſi- 
tions in Religion, i. e. as a ſimple. Unſcriptural 
Uſurpation, but as a Monſter of Iniquity, a ſort 
of Trojan Horſe, with a Thouſand . and 
Oppreſſions in its Belly; a Maſter: Plot, ſupporting 
many Under-Plots, againſt the Wealth .and Wel- 
fare, the Peace and Happineſs of Mankind 
This was the Opinion which the Nation had 
of this Matter in the time of King. Hen. VIIIch. 
The Parliament of 1636 found and declared this 
Uſurpt Authority to have been uſed to the vileſt 
Purpoſes, to wreſt the Word of Cod to ſerve the 
Avarice and Ambition of the Biſhop of Rome, to 
rob the the King of his Honour and Right, and 
the Realm of innumerable Treaſure. And the Cler- 
gy in Convocation, four Years after this Act of 
Era ion, were io ſenſible of the Bleſſing, as to 
B give 
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the Voracions Attendants en the P 
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- give "he King their ſolemn Thad therefore, and 
a good Sum of Money to ſupport him 
He Rage and Menaces of the * on this Oc- 
caſion. l 
And indeed, of all Orders bl Men, the Clergy, 
eſpecially the Parochial Clergy, had, and have the 


Zeal and Vigilance to guard againſt the Return of 
this Antichriſtian Tyranny: For as by Impropria- 
tions, Commendam's, Papal Proviſions, ExpeRatives, 
and Enormous Pluralities, in favour of Friars, and 
Foreigners, Italian Paraſites, and Domeſtic Drones, 
moſt of the good Benefices and Dignities of the 


Church, were alienated from their proper Ules;] were 


no longer made the Encouragements of Religion and 


Learning; fcarce any thing left for thoſe that la- 


bour'd in the Word and Doctrine, that is, for the Pa- 
rochial Clergy, but ſome il. provided Caracies, and 
the ſcandalous Revenues of their Purgatory and 
Maſſes, which every Day decreaſed, as 1 8 and 
Knowledge advanced. 

And yet, out of theſe 


Remains, . great 


2 Part was defalced, by Payment of Firſt Fruits, 


Tenths and Penſions ; for Diſpenſations, F aculcies, 
Grants, Abolitions, Rehabilitations for Suits, Ap- 
peals, Delegations ; ; for Relcripts, Expeditions, aud 
numberleſs other Arts of Extortion, to maintain 
apal Eribunals 
Here, and at Rome too; that as to wordly Mar- 


ters, aud their n in this Life only, the Poor 
| Secu- 


againſt 


greateſt reaſon to rejoice at the Expulſion, and with 
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Seculars, 2 4s. they were called, muſt have been, and 
muſt again be, if ever Popery re-enters upon us, 
of all Men moſt miſerable. 

Should the Government therefore, for your Secu- 
rity againſt this Plague, have required ſome great 
Thing of you; ſhould it have obliged you, at 
your particular Expence, to have maintaimd an 
Army for your Defence again the ſe Janiſaries of 
the Pope, wou'd you not have done it? How 
much more, when it only requires, what is ſo ea- 
ſy in itſelf, and fo ſuitable to your Education, 
and Office 5 i. e. plainly to ſet forth to your 
People, the eſtabliſſud Doctrine of your Church, 
and the Arguments by which it is * be ſup- 
ported; To ſhew them, that the Ulſurpations, 
and intolerable Impoſitions of the See of Rome, 


have no Foundation in Scripture, and that the Su- 


premacy reſtored to our Kings, is but their An- 
cient Natural Right, ------- no more than the firſt 


Chriſtian Emperors exercis'd, and what they found 
in Scripture to have been allow'd aforetime to the 


Kings. of Iſrael by God himſelf. | 
And whilſt You are thus, by proper Arguments, 


encouraging your Selves, and your People to ſtand | 


faſt in that Liberty, wherewith God's Providence 
hath made you Free; You cannot fail to obſerve, 
that the Enemies a your Liberties are the n 


Reſtleſs and Implacable, as well as the moſt Migh- 


ty and Ne amber in the World : Moſt Pow- 
exfil, no doubt, in this reſpect, That tho they are 
Har | „ i 


In 


* 


00 
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in great | Numbers | ſpread far and wide over the 1 
face of the Earth; yet are they all united under 
one very Politic Head, firmly united for carrying 
on the Intereſts of his Spiritual Monarchy, and for 
|| deſtroying what they call the Northern, and ac- 
count the worſt of Hereſy, our not / ſubſcribing 
to their Pope's Supremacy, to that Craft of theirs; 
by which they have their Gain; ' whilſt we, mean 
time, who worſhip the God of our Fathers, after 
the way that they call Hereſy, tho' in the whole 
Collection, vaſtly inferior to them in Strength and 
Numbers, are labouring to make our ſelves a more 
eaſy Prey to them, by dividing and ſubdividing  a- 
mong ourtelves, 2 1% 

Implacable alſo you will obſerve them to be, by 
the continual Plots and Conſpiracies which they 
have been carrying on in all Proteſtant Countries, C 
againſt the Peace and Happineſs of the People, as well J 
as the Lives and Safety of their Sovereigns, from the | 
beginning of the Reformation, to this very day, ------ 
What they may at this juncture “ be 
contriving in their dark Cabals, is not 
N given to us, with any certainty, to know : 1 
But as the Nature of their Sanguinary Religion is 
ſtill the fame, we may conclude the Influences of 
j to be much the ſame. And thoſe Members, if they 
may be called Members, of our Communion, muſt be 
very Weak, or very Inſidious Men, who wou'd go 
about to perſuade us, that the Diſciples of that tur- 
{1 bulcgt Religion, are now become more quiet and 
HE at peaceable, 
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. peaccable, leſs turbulent and enterprizing than their 
Principles will allow them to be. 


From hence you will come, next way, to a ſight 


| and ſenſe of what we all owe to God, for that Great 
Salvation, that Houſe of Defence Toe our Faith, 
which his Wiſdom hath raiſed up, and, notwithſtand- 


our Unthankfulneſs, ſtill continues to us, in the 


Perſon and Family of our Gracious Sovereign Lord 
King GEORGE, 


At the time of the late Happy REVOLUTION, 
when by the Practices of our Enemies upon the Bigot- 
of the Prince here Reigning, our Horizon look*d 
Flac and gloomy, we were lo happy as to have 
a Port in view; and to That Port, I mean, to the 
Heroick. Prince of O' RANG E, we betook Our 
ſelves, and eſcaped the Storm. But ſhould the Evil 
Spirits wich whom we have to do, be able, as we 
know they are willing to raiſe another Tempeſt, we 
have now no Place to flee unto: We are imbarqued, 
with all our Hopes (our King and his Family, our 
Civil and Religious Intereſts) on Board; and have 
but this Alternative, either to do our beſt for ris 
ding out the Storm, under the Government of our 


Great Maſter, or expect our ſhare in the Common 
Shipwreck. 


Had the Nation om the ſame Abborrence. of the 
Corruptions and Tyrannies of the Church of Rome, 


as it had before the Revolution, there could be little 
need of perſuading them to Recognize the King's 
Supremacy, and in conſequence thereof, to yield all 


Wh | ready 


— 


. 2 


ä 
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ready and willitig Obedience to a PR I N or, who, 
by his Conſtant Gracious Protection of the Eftabliſtid 
Chireh; and by many other worthy Deeds done to 
our State and Narion, hath apptov d himſelf a 


_ _ Minifter of God to us for Good A ſecond Moſes, 


to cover us from the Purſuic of our Old Task-maſters, 
and "preſerve us from being carry'd back unto the 
Houſe of Bondage. Were theſe Things, at this 
time, rightly underſtood, common Senſe would ſup- 
ply, the place of Exhortation: The approach of an 
Inquifition, tho at ſome diſtance, would give them 
ſome ſenſible Intimations of their Incereſt and Duty in 
This Particular. 

But ſince a Lying Spirit is now 7 abroad, and pre- 
vals with Numbers to rail againft their Rulers, 
and think more favourably of their moſt; danger- 


ous Enemies, than they ought to think; It is 
needfal, with St. Paul, to call upon the Elders of 


the Churches, to put their People in Mind of be- 
ing ſubjedt to Principalities and Powers; of obey- 
ing their Magiſtrates; and ſubmitting, as the Golpel 


| directs, to every Ordinarice. of Man for the Lord's 


ſake : And to repreſent this, not as an Occaſional 
Complement, and payable only, as Wind and Wea- 
ther, or more uncertain Humours ſerve ; but, as a 
fd and ſtanding Duty, as a Duty which che Laws 
of God, as well as the Laws of the Land, require 
of every Subject: As a Duty allo, which is not 
anſwer'd by a bare Negative Obedience, i. e. by a 


bare Refraining from Factious or from the 


More 


Las | 
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more Overt Ads of Rebellion, but includes and im- 
plies an inward Zeal, and an open Readineſs for the 
execution of all Lawful Commands, of thoſe eſpe- 
cially that may contribute to the Strength or Secu- 
rity of the Publick Authority: Not only an abſtain- 
ing from cvery Word or Action that may diſorder 
the Frame, or clog the Wheels of Government, but 
an employing our utmoſt Strength and Vigilance to 
ſmooth ics Way, to expedite its Motions, and at 
every Turn or Shock, religioufly to ſuſtain and up- 
hold it. 
Thus to Exhort your reſpective Congregations to 
pay their bounden Duty and Allegiance to the Beſt of 
Kings, that under Him they may lead quiet and: 
peaccable Lives in Godlineſs and Honeſty, is what 
muſt well become the Miniſters of the Goſpel, and 
the Clergy of the Church of England ; Is what your 
Pariſhioners muſt naturally expect from You, fo ma- 
ny of 'em as believe, what 1 hope they all be- 
lieve, that you are Honeſt Men, and true to your 
Oaths and Subſcriptions; Is What you your {elves 
muſt think your ſelves eſpecially obliged unto, if 


— 


you indeed revere, as I know you do revere the 
ſacred Orders of the eſtabliſſ'd Church; And is one 
of thoſe Canons upon which all Ordinaries and 
Vilttants are to found their Enquiries: And after 
the Obſervance of which, 1 ſhall, for the Reaſons fore- 
going, and after this Premonation, think my ſelf more 
particularly obliged to enquire, if, by God's leave, 
I ſhall make another VISITATION. 


_ — 
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And having diſcharged a good Conſcience: in che 
firſt place, towards the Head and Governor of the 


Church; your Care will, next way; extend [unto the 
Members ; engage you to take heed unto your Selves, 


and to your Flocks over whom the Holy Ghoſt- hath 


made you Overſeers. 
I am ſenſible that I now am entring upon a copious 


Subject, a Subject that will require more Time than 


is remaining; ------ I muſt therefore but juſt touch 
upon ſome: Points, ſuch. as I may hereafter enlarge 
upon, or may, mean time, be the Subject of your own 
Meditations. 

I would ſuggeſt to You, An on one hand, the high 
Dignity, and the many honourable Titles given to 
the Miniſters of the Goſpel, ſuch as thoſe of Preſ- 
byters, Paſtors, Embaſſadors of Chriſt, Stewards of 
the Myſteries of Cod; ſo, on the other hand, would 
1 repreſent the Duties, the Labours, the Cares inſepa- 
rably annex d to the Honours, or rather, for which the 
Honours were annex d to the Functions 

I wou'd, in the firſt place, repreſent the Application 
and Attendance requiſite to a due and laudable diſ- 
charge of the Liturgie, and Prophetic Offices. What 
Preparation is needful hereunto, what Conſtancy and 
Aſſiduity required by the Laws of God, the 
Conſtitutions of our Church! How ſtrictly every 


Licenſed Pariſh Prieſt is obliged to Preach every Sunday, 
and to Read the Common Prayers every Day, unleſs 
he hath ſome lawful Lett or Impediment! What exact 


FOOTE, what Separation and Retirement from the 
Diver- 


— — — — 
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Diverſions, as well as the Buſineis of the World, is 
included in thoſe Obligations | 5 
+I would further repreſent, how {mall a part all this 
makes of the Miniſterial Dutics ; with what exactneſs 
the good Paſtor ſhould attend upon the Occaſional Of- 
fices, for Chriſtnings, Chatechizing, Marrying, Viſi- 
ting the Sick, and Burying : What a promptuary of 
Learning ſhould he be furniſh'd with, who is placed 
as an Oracle in his: Pariſh, for ſatisfying Doubtful 
Minds, and ſolving ſuch Caſes of Conſcience as may 
be brought unto him : What Prudence and Temper 
are requiſite for avoiding fruitleſs Diſputes ; and 
what Soundneſs of Judgment, and good Courage, are 
expected from him, when Diſputes are unavoidable, 
and the Truths of Religion, or the Dignity of the 
Sacerdotal Order, muſt ſuffer, if he is unprovided 
to give a Reaſon of the Hope that is in him, or to defend 
the Faith once delivered to the Saints, againſt the Inſults 
of Prophane or Sceptical Men. 
In ſhort ; All theſe Suggeſtions, and all that could 
be inlarged on, or deduced from them; All that 
has been hinted, and all that can be further ſaid on 
this Subject, muſt tend to this Point; That They who 
are called to the Miniſterial Functions, knowing the 
Dignity of their Calling, ſhould be induced to Reve- 
rence their own Characters, that others may be thereby 
induced to pay a ſuitable Regard unto them. | 
St. Pauls Advice to Timothy, To let no Man deſpiſe 
Him, plainly imply'd, That, in the Apoſtles Judgment, 
The Reverence which Timothy was to have from o- 
£3 C |  thers, 


* 
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* chers, depended, in great meaſure, upon ' his prudent: 
Conduct in his Station. And if in 1 all that 
are recommended to Holy Orders, had previouſly the 
Qunaliſications which our Church requires, and which. 
the Teſtimonials from their Voiſinage and Colleges 
do always pretend; And would they, after their Ad- 
miſſion to the Miniſtry, prudently — themſelves 
to that Gravity in Attire, and to that Retiredneſs in 
Converſation, to ſuch. Abſtraction from the Pleaſures 
and Profits, from the buſy Brigues, and noiſy Tumults 
of. the World, as becometh Men. ſeparated. from 
Common, to Holy and Heavenly Miniſtrations; The 
Generality of Men, as bad as this Generation is ſaid 
to be, wou'd undoubtedly account of ſuch Miniſters, 
as of the Mini ſters of Chriſt, and. eſteem them very 
highly. fur their. Mork ſale. That which is common- 
ly thought to be one great Cauſe of Contempt, the 
Scantineſs of their Outward Accommodations, wou'd 
prove matter of Honour, rather than of Diſreſpe& 2 

The Miniſter that hath a ſmall Living, and yet giveth 
great Proofs of his Wiſdom and Contentation, _ 
doth as much Good, as-is poſlible to be done by O | 
that hath no better, ſhall win have Praiſe both of 
God and Man. 

\ = This ſhould engage You, My 1 Bret beren, 
* (choſe of you eſpecially, Who Wa your Years, and 
other Attainments, are of greater Authority) in your 

Deanrics, and are therefore more frequently apply d 

to, and afterwards, with: greater Confidence, rely*d: 

_ ee * not an Act of Charity 
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to every Petitioher, or a Compliment to the firſt Sub- 
ſeriber, but an AR of ſober Judgment, founded on cer- 
tain Knowledge of the Worthinels of the Perſon, and of 
his Fitneſs, in reſpect of good Life and Learning, for 
the Order to which he defires to be advanced: So that 
your Teſtimonials may be, not a ſort of unwarrantable 
Certificates, to let in idle Perſons to feed upon the Pa- 
trimony of the Church, but Authentic Recommenda- 
tions of Fellow-Labourers, ſuch as may do Honour to 
your Order, and Service to God and Religion. 

And when, under the ſafe Conduct of your Teſti- 
monials, Men of good Hopes, are let in to the Mi- 
niſtry, You are not thereupon to think yourſelves 
immediately diſcharged of all further Concern about 
them; But are, for ſome Years at leaſt, co watch over 
them in the Lord, and with Brotherly Love to Admo- 
niſd them; Admoniſh them, to have always an Eye to 
the Buſinefs of their Calling; To reflect frequently on 


their Obligations to conſtant Reſidence, as the Foun- 


dation of all other Paſtoral Duties; To be much at 
Home; To give Attendancè to Reading and Exhor- 
tation; And to Preach, by their Lives, as well as 


Doctrines; To make their Examples a conſtant Ser- 


mon to their People: ſo that if any of their Pa- 
riſhoners ſhall, after ſuch pious and prudent Endea- 
vours, remain Unfruitful and Incorrigible, the good 
Paſtors may, with Boldneſs, take the Meaſures, which 
the Law dire&s, for bringing them under the Diſ- 


_ Cipline of the Church, by an honeſt Preſentment 


of their Ferverſeneſs, to the Ordinary, = 


C 2 


After 


20 


A Charge 10 tbe C LERGY: of 
-Aﬀeer this, The Provident Pariſh-Prieſt, will ex. 
tend his Care to the State of his Church, and Church 
Revenues; Concerning which, tho' I come now, in 
my PRIMARY VISITATION, to Enquire, rather 


than to Direct; yet thus much I may venture to hint, 
That how well ſoever we may be thought to keep 
pace with our Neighbours, in Zeal for Religion, and 


in many things, that are indeed Praile-worthy ; z yet; 
I fear, we are ſomewhat behind them, in the Care and 


Culture of our Churches. 


I do find, That under this Head, ** are cid - 
derable Defeds, eſpecially in the Pews, and Pave- 
ments. And tho I am far from deſiring to Introduce 
any thing that is Pompous or Gaudy into our 
Churches, yet would I have all Things appertain- 
ing to chem, Clean and Decent, and ſet out with 
ſuch Comely Plainneſs, as might, in ſome ſort, expreſs 
our. Regard to the Publick Worſhip of God, and to 
the Place where bis Honour dwelleth. 


Hevidg Provided for the Fabric, the e e 
bent will go on, to Order the Revenues · of his Church, 


as well thoſe that are appropriated to the Maintenance 


of the Miniſter, as thoſe that may have been given to 


the Support of the Buildings. 


What has already been loſt by former Negleds, 
may, perhaps, be irrecoverable: but the Miniſters 
Care may effectually prevent all future Imbezilments, 


by renewing, cvery Three Years, the Inventories, 


11 2 Terrars, and Memorials ak the Church Dtenſila and 


Revenues, 


— 
12 * 


” CY 
the Dioceſe of BANGOR. 21 


Revenues, and tranſmitting Duplicates thereof to the 
1 1 8 Regiſtry, as Law and Cuſtom direct. 


Laſt of all ; [wolf ſay ſomething co That, which 
tho? not Laſt in the Order of Things, may yet pro- 
perly come Laſt from me, in the Order of ſpeaking ; 
I :mean, That which the Canoniſts term Canonical 
Obedience, but I chuſe to call Church Unity, or that 
Cloſe Union, and Mutual Confidence, which there 


ſhou'd be between every Biſhop and his Clergy, 


founded in the Nature of Epiicopal Government, and 
in the Relation which they have to each other. 

Endeavours have been uſed, of late, to break this 
Confidence, by repreſenting This Canonical Obedience, 
to which all Beneficed Men are ſworn, at their Admiſ- 
ſion, to import no more, than an Obligation to Obey 
ſuch Laws, as carry heir Obligations along with them, 
and, by cheir own Sanctions, inforce their own Ob- 
ſervance ; i, e. in plain terms, to ſignifie no more 
than an empty Formality, or a needleſs Oath, im- 
pos'd to no manner of Purpole ; foraſmuch as by this 
Interpretation, it is ſuppoſed, by its own Operation, 
to oblige the Takers, to no one Act, no, not ſo 
much as to do a Good Office in the way of the ir 
Miniſtry, but as an Act of Grace, that may at any 
time be deny d, without juſt: ground of Offence. 

But, ſurely, from this very Reaſon, Thar this Oath 


was fram'd and impoſed by Authority „ and from 
the concurrent Judgment of Canoniſts, and Church- 


men, down to this Age, as well as from the Plain 
* | | a "way x 
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and ratural Tence of the Words, it muſt have been 
intended, To oblige them to Obey, their Biſhop, not 
in Matters already bound upon them by Laws, but 
in ſuch Matters, as, being lefe at Latge, and without 
Direction from any Law, are tlie proper Subject for 
Friendly, or Paternal Advice. In lack A üadewmim e 
Points, the Intention of Thoſe who framed this Oath, 
Was, undoubtedly, by the Religion of it, to oblige 
the Clergy that take it, To follow the Advice of their 
Biſhop, in all Things which may concern their 
Clerical Condn& provided the Matter of ſuch Advice 
be not Unlawful, © 
And I do, with che greater free dotty deliver thisEx- 
planation, foraſmuch 4s it ſeems to be agreeable ro, 
and warranted by the Terms of that ſolemn Engage- 
ment, which our Church requires of every Miniſter, 
at the time of his Ordination, . That he will 
e Obey his Ordinary, and with glad Heart and 
<© Mind follow his Godly Admonitions, aud” ſubmit 
eto his Godly Judgments. 5 


But, after all that 1 be ſaid, if dn was 
Time, — Tt muft be, in this Caſe; with the Biſhop 
in his Dioceſe, as it is With the Paſtor i in his Pariſh ; 
His Good Conduct, will, at all times, 51 the beſ 
Argument to ſupport his Au WY 
And as I ſhall endeavour, God being 15 Helper, 
to render my [elf a' Diligent and \ Wefal Miniſter 
in my Place ; A Patron, and (if need be) a Pro- 


es a faithful Counlellr, Friend, and Brother "al 
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e Clergy of this Dioceſe, without diſtinction: 
ſo, T promife my ſelf, That You, my Brethren, will 
Confide in Me, as ſuch ; and Unite with me, and- 
amapg your ſelves, for Carrying on the Great End 
of our Miniſtry, Fhe Glory of God, and the Good- 
of Mankind; For making all juſt Returns of Duty 
and Gratitude | to the Beſt of Kings; And for 


— 


maintaining thereby the Honour of our Order, 


the Welfare and Proſperity. of the Eſtabliſd- 
Church, and the Peace and Liberties of our Fellow-- 
Subjeats... 7 


_ And Go p, who teacheth the Hearts of his faithful 
People, grant us to have à right judgment in all 
things, and 0 follow after the things that malle 
fon Peace, and the things whereby we may edify- 
ane another. Wes 7 
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Ecclefialticat Memorials ; relating chiefly to. Religio jon, Td 
. the Reformation of it, and the Emergencies of the Church of 
© Sgt under Kin 2 5 King Edward VI., atid'Quieen 
Mary I. All hic being N ew, and ſuch” as have, hitherto 
.7 eſcaped our Writers and iſtorians, will communicate much 
Ware Light to (hoſe great Tranſactions in this Kingdom ; 


; | and moreover, diſcover further the Inclinations and Influences 


of the reſpective Princes 5 the Embaſſies and Correſpondenties 


Wi. ve od Na * Potentates and States, chiefly with reſpect to 
K . a 


Oppolition made to it; Troubles he 


i i * of the Profeſſors of it; The Tempers, Practices 
and Events of the Two Cardinals, Wolſe and Pole, and other 
eee e Great Men of both Parties, in the reſpective 
Beigns : Beſides, Accounts of Convocations, Royal re Epiſ- 


he Vifixations, Ecelęſiaſtical Conſtitutiens, Books from Time 


dt Na get ein; with various other Matters worthy of Note 


aht' Obſervation. In Three Volumes, Folio: With a large Appen- 


IF 1 to each Volume; containing Original Papers, on Sc. 
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